This is a seminar course that will give you the opportunity to evaluate and discuss a variety of perspectives about religion in American politics in both the past and the present. The course will give you the tools to understand the reasoning behind different political points of view and will offer you the opportunity to develop your own perspective on these questions through class discussion and writing exercises.
In computing final course grades, a grade average of 89.5 or higher converts to a course grade of A, a grade average between 79.5 and 89.49 converts to a course grade of B, and a grade average between 69.5 and 79.49 converts to a course grade of C. A grade average of 59.5, which converts to a D, is the lowest possible passing grade in the course.
A-range grades, including the grade of A-/B+, are reserved for work that is of exceptional quality. In order to receive an A-range grade on an essay assignment, a student's essay must show evidence of original thinking and the ability to synthesize information from a variety of sources, as well as an accurate understanding of the material and good writing technique. Papers that receive a grade of 90 or above must be cogent and persuasive in their argumentation, and they must be well written and tightly organized around a strong thesis. In short, a paper that receives an A-range grade not only meets the basic requirements for the assignment, but also demonstrates that a student has mastered the interpretative, analytical, and writing skills expected for a course at this level.
B-range grades are given to essays that demonstrate a student's accurate understanding of the material, adequate use of the assigned documents, and competence in writing. They rarely contain the sophisticated analysis required for an A-range essay, but they meet the requirements and expectations for the assignment.
C-range grades are given to essays that contain factual inaccuracies, errors in interpretation, inadequate use of the assigned documents, or poor writing technique, even though they usually meet most of the basic requirements for the assignment. D-range and failing grades are assigned to work that fails to meet the requirements and expectations for the assignment.
Class participation: This is a seminar class, so you will be expected to participate in class discussions for each class session.
You can earn an A for class participation by attending all classes and making thoughtful contributions to the class discussions each week -that is, contributions that indicate that you have engaged with key ideas from the assigned readings. You are allowed to miss up to one class without experiencing any adverse effect on your grade, but additional absences will count against you unless they are excused absences (e.g., medical emergencies or university-related, officially sanctioned absences such as athletic competitions) supported by appropriate documentation. For those absences, you must also submit written summaries of the readings in order to receive credit for class attendance in absentia.
B-range grades for class participation will be given to students who attend most of the class sessions (that is, no more than three class absences for a high-B participation grade or four absences for a low-B grade) and participate in most of the discussions, but whose comments may not demonstrate the same level of engagement with the readings that would be required for an Alevel participation grade.
C-range participation grades will be given to students who attend at least 60 percent of the class sessions and make at least periodic contributions to class discussions.
Because of the importance of class participation in this seminar, you should talk to me as soon as possible if you find that you are uncomfortable speaking up in class. I realize that some students may feel more comfortable speaking up than others, but I want to give every student a chance to share their ideas with their classmates, and I want to do whatever I can to make every student feel comfortable speaking in this environment.
CourseDen discussion posts: Each week, you will be asked to submit a CourseDen discussion post in response to the assigned question listed on the syllabus for that week's readings. Your post, which should be approximately two paragraphs long, should draw on the information from the assigned readings to answer the assigned question and should then conclude with a question of your own about the readings. After submitting your post, you should then submit short responses to questions posed by two of your classmates. I will not assign grades for your individual discussion posts, but I will give you a grade at the end of the semester that will reflect the total quality of your CourseDen posts. You will receive midterm grades for your class participation and CourseDen posts at the end of each month (August, September, and October), so you will be able to track your progress in this area throughout the semester. You are allowed to skip up to three CourseDen posts throughout the semester without suffering any impact on your grade.
Essay assignments: There are two 3-5 page (double-spaced, 12-point font) essays assigned in this course. The assigned essay questions are listed on the syllabus. The first draft for the first essay is due on October 27. I will return these drafts with my comments the following week, and you will then have until November 17 to complete the revised version of your essay. You will also be required to write another 3-5 page essay in response to a second essay question, and that essay is due on December 4. Plagiarism policy: Plagiarism, which is the presentation of someone else's words or ideas as your own, is a serious offense that will not be tolerated. It should go without saying that all papers that you write in this course must be your own work. Any students who are caught copying words or ideas from another student's work, a website, a textbook, or any other source, and presenting these words or ideas as their own work without proper attribution, will be charged with plagiarism. Students who have engaged in academic dishonesty will automatically fail this course and will be reported to the university administration for possible further disciplinary action. Please look at the CourseDen page for this class to find guidelines on proper footnoting procedures, tips for avoiding inadvertent plagiarism, and a detailed explanation of what constitutes plagiarism. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or how to properly cite sources, please ask, because I will be happy to provide explanations. Ignorance is not an excuse for plagiarism; it is your responsibility to read the materials on plagiarism that are posted on the course website and to take all necessary steps to avoid plagiarizing someone else's work.
More information about the university's honor code and the consequences for violating it can be found here: http://www.westga.edu/assetsDept/vpaa/Common_Language_for_Course_Syllabi.pdf.
All of your written work for this class must be original; you are not allowed to submit essays that you have written for other courses or that you have completed prior to this semester.
Class communication:
I may send out periodic email communiqués to students in this course, so please check your UWG email account regularly. If possible, please use your UWG email account or CourseDen email for all electronic communications that you send me. I make it a priority to respond to student emails within a few hours of receiving them. (I should note, though, that you will probably receive a much faster response if you contact me via my UWG email than if you send me a message through CourseDen).
To protect students' privacy rights, I will not return graded papers or exams to any third party (e.g., a student's friend or relative who asks to pick up a student's work on that person's behalf) unless a student gives me permission in writing (e.g., an email) to do so. There are occasions when I must disclose a student's grade to university administrators, other history department faculty (e.g., the department chair), or athletic coaches who need to know the academic status of students on their team, but in all other cases, I will make every effort to maintain the confidentiality of students' grades.
I would like to do whatever I can to help you succeed in this course. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have a question about any subject pertaining to this class. I make it a priority to respond promptly to emails from students, and I am happy to talk with students during my office hours, so please feel free to stop by my office to introduce yourself and discuss any concerns that you may have about this course. I believe that this will be an excellent semester, and I'm pleased to welcome you to this class.
Assigned readings:
There are no assigned books for this course. All of the assigned readings consist of short documents or articles that are posted on CourseDen or are available online at the URLs listed on the syllabus. Because each class session will consist of a discussion of the assigned readings, you will need to complete these readings before class.
Class schedule:
(It is very important that you complete the assigned readings before class and come to each class session prepared to discuss the scheduled readings). LGBT rights, or the rights of religious minorities (including atheists) -and use the relevant readings in this class to explain why this issue has been so controversial. Discuss the ways in which religious views have influenced the arguments on both sides of the debate. How successful has US policy been in protecting the rights (or addressing the concerns) of people on both sides of this issue? Can you suggest a policy that might be more satisfactory? Option 2: Question: Choose one of the following issues -abortion policy, LGBT rights, or the rights of religious minorities (including atheists) -and interview at least two people who take opposing points of view on this question. Explain their arguments and the reasons for their differing positions. Then use the relevant readings from this class to explain the larger assumptions and ideas that might have shaped each of your interview subjects' views, as well as the larger issues that might be at stake in this debate. Explain each position as charitably as you can, and then assess whether there is any political compromise that might address the concerns of people on both sides of this controversial issue.
